Still No Response from AG Cuomo To State Senator Diaz' Request To Probe Albany Nepotism

By Gerson Borrero 

New York, NY, August 31, 2009

Eighteen days after receiving a written request from State Senator Rubén Díaz that he look into New York State legislators who have family members on the public payroll, Attorney General Andrew Cuomo still has not responded. (Read original posting by The Borrero Report near bottom of page).

“I have not heard anything form Cuomo since he called after I sent the letter,” Díaz said on Sunday afternoon after church services.

A disappointed Diaz told The Borrero Report, “We continue to read stories about investigations about Pedro Espada, but nothing from Cuomo about the investigation I requested.”

Díaz was referring to leaked reports published in the New York Post on Friday and Sunday that the AG is investigating the Senate’s Majority Leader.  

Cuomo’s office has repeatedly declined to respond to inquiries by The Borrero Report as to whether the AG is pursuing the request from Senator Díaz.

State Senator Diaz Says If AG Cuomo Is Not Interested He Will Ask Others To Probe Albany Nepotism Scandal 

By Gerson Borrero 
 
New York, NY, August 17, 2009
 
State Senator Ruben Diaz told The Borrreo Report that, “if Andrew Cuomo doesn’t have jurisdiction in investigating the legislators that have family members who have jobs with the State, I will seek someone who does.”   
 
Diaz wrote a letter to the NYS Attorney General last week on the heels of reports that Cuomo was looking into possible violations of State law in the State Senate's hiring of Pedro Gautier Espada, the son of Senator Pedro Espada, Jr. 
 
According to Senator Diaz, “Andrew told me he would look into whether he could do it.”
 
When asked what he would do if Cuomo determines that he cannot or will not investigate the ever growing scandal of political nepotism in the State capital, Diaz responded, “I will discuss this with my Amigos Carl Kruger, Hiram Monserrate and Pedro Espada, Jr.” 
 
If Diaz is serious about his request for a probe, and his letter to the AG Cuomo is not just a publicity stunt, he could ask Albany DA, David Soares to investigate the matter. Some argue that, given Soares' success with the investigations of Alan Hevesi and Antonia Coello Novello, the Bronx Senator may want to go ahead and make the request and not wait for Cuomo.
 
Others say an option Diaz could explore is asking NYS State Inspector General, Joseph Fisch, to conduct the nepotism probe.
 
And then there is always US Attorney General, Eric Holder. A Federal probe may just be what is needed to straighten out the Empire State's corrupt legislature.

